We invite you to become a part of our commu-
nity and join us in meeting needs in the Park
Avenue community — you may even develop a
new friendship in the process. The meals will
occur from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm on Saturdays
at First Baptist Church. Specific opportunities
are listed below.

These teams will be on a rotation
schedule, with each team from a specific
church participating every 10 - 12 weeks.
This is a great involvement opportunity for
a small group, civic group, or neighborhood
block to volunteer together on a quarterly
basis and fill an important need.

The more regular the
commitment (monthly or more), the easier
it is to build strong, trusting friendships;
we invite you to consider participating in
the meals and relationship development on
a regular basis.

All donated
funds go directly toward the food , supplies
and set-up needs of the meal program.
Checks and money orders can be sent to:
Mosaic Community Development, PO Box
3451, Omaha, NE 68103-0451. All checks
should be made payable to Mosaic Commu-
nity Development, memo Park Avenue

Community Meals. All donations are tax
deductible.

Participating Faith

Communities & Organizations: _ _
Many In our community

First Baptist Church can only pay for two
First Presbyterian Church of the following:
First Lutheran Church

First Unitarian Church

Kountze Memorial Lutheran Church
Metropolitan Community Church
Mosaic Community Development
St. James United Methodist Church
St. John’s Greek Orthodox Church

St. Peter Catholic Church

Contact Us:

E-mail: parkavenue@mosaiced.org
Telephone: (402) 933-6672

Address: PO Box 3451,

Omaha, NE 68103-0451

Prk Avenue
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Park Avenue Community

The historic Park Avenue community is
home to more than 12,000 of Omaha’s
residents. Over the years, this vibrant ur-
ban neighborhood has gone through a
number of physical social, economic, and
cultural changes.

While there is great prosperity for some,
others living in the neighborhood are of-
ten faced with having to make impossible
choices when caring for their basic needs,
including choosing between buying food
for their families, paying rent, or receiv-
ing needed medical treatment. Only 1 in
10 residents owns their home and house-
hold incomes are strikingly low. This
lack of equity and earning power leaves
few safeguards between a stable home for
a family and homelessness.

Certainly the community is facing chal-
lenges, but there is substantial
reason to remain hopeful. Family life has
always been a visible and vibrant
part of the neighborhood, with the area's
cultural and ethnic tapestry now
being predominantly His-
panic. Neighbors and faith leaders are
already hard at work, and we invite you
to join our efforts.

* Information from U.S. Census Bureau’s 2000 census and

2006 estimate.

Park Ave. at a Glance

The neighborhood is loosely de-
fined as the area bounded by Ed Creighton
Ave. to the south, Farnam St. to the north,
22" St. to the east, and 36" St. to the west

Over 12,000 residents

Hanscom and Leavenworth
Parks, Gerald Ford Birthsite

1 in 4 Park Avenue residents live

Neighbors United

below the poverty line
Less than $27,500
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* Location of Community Meals (First Baptist Church,

421 Park Avenue)

Who Are We?

Neighbors United is a diverse network of
over 20 area faith leaders from 12 local
faith communities and organizations fo-
cused on responding in relational service to
pressing local needs and concerns.

The collaborative group first came together
in January 2008 to share thoughts and ideas
about both the needs and assets in the area;
we continue to meet monthly as we work
diligently and collaboratively toward the
vision of a stronger, healthier Park Avenue
community.

Why Community Meals?

The purpose behind offering a weekly Sat-
urday meal to our local neighbors is two-
fold: meeting practical needs and building
community.

With 1 in 4 local residents living below the
poverty threshold, offering a free weekly
meal will begin to alleviate the persistent
strain on neighbors living in material pov-
erty. Furthermore, we all need to be heard
and known as individuals; the dinner table
provides a beautiful opportunity for fami-
lies, neighbors, and the larger community to
come together, building authentic relation-
ships and developing a greater sense of
community.



